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2. £3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-24 . 

3. (3 The drawings filed on 15 February 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a Notice of Allowance in response to the Amendment 
received 16 November 2004 and Telephone Interview held on 18 January 2005. 
Claim 22 has been amended. Claim 25 has been cancelled. Claims 1-24 remain 
pending in this application. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST 
be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Michael E. Whitham, Reg. No. 32,635 on 21 January 2005. ■ 
The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Page 1 line 4, inserted as the first sentence —This application is a 

continuation of US application Serial No. 09/550,460, filed Apr. 17, 
2000. - 
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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 22, line 1, deleted "a method of". 
Claim 25, cancelled the claim. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

3. Claims 1-24 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per claim 1, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fails to 
teach providing a timestamp and priority-based serialization protocol. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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The following references are cited to further show the state of the art with 
respect to network time synchronization in general: 
USPN 6,629,249 B2 to Gonzalez 
USPN 6,438,702 Bl to Hodge 
USPN 5,968,133 to Latham et al. 

Ozgur Ulusoy, "Lock-based concurrency control in distributed real- 
time database systems", Journal of Database Management, 
Hershey: Spring 1993, Vol. 4, Issue 2, Page 3 (14 pages). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Crystal J. Barnes whose telephone number is 
571.272.3679. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday alternate 
Mondays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on 571.272.3687. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



CJB 




21 January 2005 Supervisory Patertt Examiner 

Group3600 



